
                                                                                                                                  

 

Dear Doherty Students, Parents, and Staff, 

Today it was formally announced that District 11 will proceed with high schools’ originally 

scheduled graduations in a virtual environment. I know this decision is unpopular, but I feel it is 

important that I share with you my thoughts as we move forward. The Class of 2020 has faced 

an unprecedented number of challenges. Since your freshmen year, you have endured fires, 

floods, experienced acts of violence, survived microbursts, mercury, and now a pandemic. To say 

that your high school career has been atypical would be an understatement. 

Many of you have asked me to fight for a postponement and an in-person graduation. I have done 

my best but unfortunately and apologetically, I have failed. It is now my job to accept this 

decision and move us forward.  I support the request, but I also must be pragmatic at the same 

time. As a leader, whenever we have faced a challenge, our goal has always been to return us to 

a traditional state as quickly as possible, regardless of the challenge. Part of getting an 

organization back to normal is to also adhere to traditions and traditional timelines as best we 

can. While our world has changed dramatically, what many of us are fighting for is a return to 

normalcy and the foundation it provides.  Remember when we began scanning ID’s how upset 

many of you were? That practice is now a normal part of entering and exiting our school. Sparta 

has always had the ability to adapt and adjust as situations dictate, and we will in this situation 

as well. 

I have spent a lot of time in conversation, meetings, and in quiet reflection as to how we can 

celebrate the Class of 2020 within the given constraints while still honoring our traditions. High 

school graduations in District 11 always take place in May. Families build schedules around it 

and students plan on it. There are graduation parties and family trips, students enter college 

during the summer, take summer jobs, and people move from the state, never to return. As a 

community, we cannot lose sight of those individuals’ life circumstances. For all of you, May 19th, 

2020, marks your entry into adulthood. That general date has been set since you walked into 

Doherty High School as freshmen. 

I want to propose mindset and establish perspective for the Class of 2020 as we approach our 

virtual graduation. Doherty High School will be the first class to graduate in District 11 in 

2020.  I believe that we should embrace that we are the first and that we will set the standard 

that goes along with that distinction. The design from the district is that the virtual graduation 

will include speeches, music, and the reading of names. The allotted time of the graduation is 90 

minutes so that it can be captured on DVD and distributed to students and families. 

At this time there have been no final decisions from the governor on stay at home orders, or the 

relaxing of social distancing. At the conclusion of the graduation around 11:00am, why couldn’t 

we have a drive through gauntlet with the staff and a parade through Doherty’s feeder area? 

Why couldn’t we invite our community to come out to a designated route (maintaining social 

distance) and celebrate your accomplishments? In June, if the governor relaxes the stay at home 

order, I would propose a community event be held at Doherty. I would imagine a barbecue, 



elements of our farewell assembly, Powder Puff (most likely in laser tag form) and a time that is 

spent together with students, parents, staff and our community, together as one. 

The following items are for your information and additional information will follow next week: 

Building Access 

• Graduation Announcements – On Monday we anticipate the district releasing its building 

access plan for teachers and students. My top priority is getting the announcements 

presently stored at Doherty into seniors’ hands by the end of next week. As the district 

completes its access plan, I will communicate logistics to you. 

• Senior Check-Out – Once the district completes its building access plan, I will be able to 

articulate to you what student access will look like in the months of April and May. Access 

will emphasize senior check out first, which will include locker clean out, text book 

returns, uniform return, payment of fees and obligations, and distribution of caps and 

gowns. I anticipate this process taking place in the first week or two of May. 

• Grades 9-11 – I know many of you have the need to access lockers and retrieve personal 

belongings and other materials from school. We will articulate that access plan for 

9th through 11th grades in next Friday’s communication. 

Senior Schedule and Communications – My best hope is to have a tentative plan for dates 

and times for announcement pickup, cap and gown distribution, senior check out, yearbooks, 

graduation planning and any details to our seniors and families so you can begin coordinating 

family logistics. 

Yearbooks – Yearbooks are tentatively scheduled to arrive the week of May 11. The distribution 

schedule and plan will be included in the seniors’ schedule in related communications. 

Engagement/Grades/GPA- As we’ve discussed, our current situation provides opportunities 

that you should be prepared to take advantage of. The opportunity to elevate a grade from 

3rd quarter marks shouldn’t be wasted. Doing the work and being engaged now can elevate your 

GPA and improve your transcript. Transcripts and GPAs are part of the screening process for 

colleges, universities, the military, and trade schools. Take advantage of and don’t blow this 

opportunity to improve your performance and how you’re viewed in terms of college and 

workforce readiness. 

Unanswered Questions – We continue to have more questions than answers. We are trying 

our absolute best to find answers to those questions. Unfortunately, the current times don’t 

always allow for timely responses. I ask each of you to be patient and to trust that I represent 

your positions, your thoughts and your needs to the best of my ability to those making decisions 

at levels above me. I’m confident we will get through all of this and have the answers to the 

questions you seek. 

Final Thoughts – Every situation; every challenge requires perspective. “The Greatest 

Generation,” who fought and won World War II, gave an incredible sacrifice to our country and 

our world. Literally millions of lives were lost. Olympics were cancelled, professional sports were 

cancelled, and most of the traditions and celebrations typical of our society were lost during 

those years. Their commitment and dedication were unparalleled. As a generation, we are being 



asked to do something similar. We are being asked to make sacrifices, adapt traditions, and save 

the lives of our fellow citizens. While this is painful, heartbreaking and tough, I believe as a 

school community we must make those sacrifices…if our actions save just one person’s life, it is 

an action worth taking. I apologize to every student, parent, teacher, staff member, and Doherty 

alumni that we have been asked to make these sacrifices, but I know that Doherty High School 

will lead our district and our community and set the bar for doing what is right, what is safe, and 

what is healthy for our school and our community. 

Remember, we are WE before me, 

Kevin Gardner, M.A. 

Principal 

Doherty High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 


